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The editor writes:
Please accept my apologies if your magazine has
arrived a little later than usual this month.  I always
try to be rigorous about meeting the print deadline
so that the distributors have a chance of getting the
copies delivered before the beginning of the month
but the print file for this issue self-destructed a few
days ago just as I was typing in the last few words and
I basically had to create 50% of the magazine all over

again - twice, as it happens!  Further delay was caused by my needing to take
my laptop for some intensive care which, I am glad to say, appears to have
been successful, but it has all been a bit touch and go.

Since this is the beginning of a new year I would like to renew my thanks to
our loyal advertisers and to wish them well with their various enterprises.
Please remember to review our increasingly varied ‘back pages’ and to make
use of local businesses as much as possible.

Finally, if a little belatedly, I would like to wish you all the best for 2020.

Julia Stutfield

All contributions to this magazine are the sole responsibility of the author and do not imply
or represent  any official editorial view or endorsement.

Our cover photo …
was taken a few years ago in our garden in Forest Hill.

If you have taken a photo which you think might be suitable for the
cover of the next magazine, please email it to

4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com
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The Four Parishes News Magazine has 10 issues per year and is distributed
free of charge to approximately 850 addresses in Forest Hill, Horton-cum-

Studley, Stanton St John and Beckley.

To advertise in the magazine please email JULIA
adverts.4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com

We welcome contributions or notices for future issues.
Please send them to:

Beckley
John Baker Tel: 07401 550537 johnbaker245@btinternet.com

Forest Hill
Linda Goffey  Tel: 01865 873078 linda@goffey.co.uk

Horton-cum-Studley
Carol Welch Tel: 01865 358122 carol_welch20@hotmail.com

Stanton St John
Sue Baker  Tel: 01865 351449 susanjbaker24@gmail.com

The closing date for the Mar 2020 issue is 15 Feb 2020

The Four Parishes News Magazine is produced under the auspices of our
four village churches for the benefit of the whole community.  It is funded

by advertising revenue, which is used to cover the printing costs.

We are dependent on volunteers to assemble the content, book and invoice
the advertisers, compile and edit the magazine, collect it from the printers

and distribute it throughout the four parishes.  If you are interested in
getting involved, please email Julia at  4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com

Recent issues of the magazine are available to view online at
www.stnicolasforesthill.org/four-parishes
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Church Wardens
Beckley
Georgina Robson Tel: 01865 351637  gina.robson@virgin.net
Betty Dye Tel: 07910 356343 betty.dye10@gmail.com

Forest Hill
Jane Walker Tel: 01865 872399 lyttleton@btinternet.com
Pat Fraser Tel: 01865 875679 triciaann49@gmail.com

Horton-cum-Studley
Andrew Payne  Tel: 01865 351018 andrewrobertsonpayne@gmail.com
Lynn Whitaker  Tel: 01865 358838 lyndawhitaker@btinternet.com

Stanton St John
Sheila Pullen  Tel: 01865 351210 dave.sheila53@gmail.com
Deirdre Young  Tel: 01865 351745 youngdee@live.co.uk

Benefice of Beckley, Forest Hill with Shotover,
Horton-cum-Studley and Stanton St John

Ministry Team
We are extremely grateful to all of our volunteer clergy and Licensed
Lay Ministers for their generous support during our vacancy.  Please
contact the Church Wardens in the first instance with any enquiries.

Rev’d Hugh Lee  hugh.lee@btinternet.com
Tel: 01865 316245

Rev’d Canon Beau Stevenson beaumont.stevenson@gmail.com

Rev’d Stephanie Bullock  stephaniebullock9@gmail.com

Rev’d Dr. Elizabeth Hoare  liz.hoare@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk

Betty Dye LLM  betty.dye10@gmail.com

Canon Prof. Nicholas Orme LLM N.I.Orme@exeter.ac.uk
Tel: 01865 512676

Joanna  Allen (Ordinand)   jo.ordinand@gmail.com
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Church Services in the Four Parishes, February 2020

St Nicolas,
Forest Hill

with
Shotover

St John
the Baptist,

Stanton
St John

Assumption of
the Blessed
Virgin Mary,

Beckley

St Barnabas,
Horton-cum-

Studley

2 Feb
Candlemas

[no morning
service]

9.30am
Parish

Communion

9.30am
Parish

Communion

11am
Morning
Prayer

6pm
Candlemas
with St Nicolas

Choir

6pm
Taizé

4pm
Family Church
(HcS Village Hall)

9 Feb 9.30am
Family Service at Stanton St John

11am
Parish

Communion

4pm
Choral

Evensong

16 Feb 11am
Morning
Prayer

Book of Common
Prayer

9.30am
Parish

Communion

[no morning
service]

11am
Morning
Prayer

6pm
Iona Service

23 Feb 10am
Joint Benefice Service at Stanton St John

6pm
Church

Without Walls
(Stanton Village

Hall)

26 Feb
(Wed)
Ash
Wednesday

7.30pm
Ash Wednesday Service at Forest Hill

with St Nicolas Choir
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GENERAL NOTICES

Message from Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group
Oxfordshire County Council would like to hear your views on smoking and
local stop smoking services in Oxfordshire. Whether you are a smoker, have
never smoked or an ex-smoker we are interested in your opinions.

The Survey will take around 10 minutes to complete. Your responses are
important to us and will help to us plan how we reduce the number of
people who start and continue to smoke in Oxfordshire. The survey closes
on Friday 14 February. To take part, visit:
https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/SmokingOxon2020/co
nsultationHome

MUSIC in ISLIP
Invites all singers to STAINER’S CRUCIFIXION from scratch, directed by James Potter

14 March 2020, St Nicholas Church, Islip

2.30pm Registration, 3 - 5pm Rehearsal, 6pm Performance

Singers' tickets £10 on the day, to include tea

Bring your own music or hire on the day for this classic Passiontide oratorio, written
in 1887 by Oxford Composer, John Stainer.

Please register in advance by contacting Annette Mountford:
annettemountford@hotmail.com

If you have a garden and care about the planet
come to Horton-cum-Studley Village Hall on
Thursday 13 February 2020 at 7pm for a practical
and inspiring  talk by  Dave Goulson, Professor of
Biological Sciences and best selling author of The
Garden Jungle or Gardening to Save the Planet, on
how to make our gardens even more wildlife friendly.
Tickets £5 available on the door (cash only please).

www.wildatheartcampaign.org

Help us create a protective ring of biodiversity around Otmoor
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The Maple Tree
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the many families who have
supported us throughout 2019 including the 200 lucky dippers at Wheatley
Christmas Street Fayre, the 50 families who came along to our Christmas crafting
event, the 30 families who supported Wheatley Scouts and ourselves by buying
Christmas Trees, the congregation of St Bartholomew’s Church who arranged a
collection for us during their Carol service and the many people who regularly put
their loose change into one of our many collection tins scattered around the area.

Since April 2019, we have had 359 unique families through our doors, joining us
for universal sessions - 7 of these families are from Forest Hill, Beckley & Stowood,
and Stanton St John joining us for Well Baby Clinic, Stay & Play sessions, first aid
courses, cooking sessions and summer activities.  This is a tremendous achievement
of which we are very proud.  Let’s see if we can beat that number in 2020.  If you
are already a user of The Maple Tree, why not bring a friend along to a session.  If
you are not currently a user, please do come along and see us, we would love to
meet you.

You can also help The Maple Tree in one of the following ways:-
• Joining our team of volunteers helping families feel welcome and
enriching our play activities
• Offering practical voluntary help or consultancy, such as with fundraising,
publicity, grant applications and the upkeep of our building and garden
• Helping to manage The Maple Tree by becoming a Trustee
• Taking part in the SODC So Charitable lottery
• Giving regular financial support through a new Friends of the Maple Tree
scheme for a little as £5 a month

Don’t forget that you can also arrange to book the Maple Tree Centre for children’s
birthday parties.  We offer use of most equipment, toys and our well stocked
kitchen and garden area for a competitive price.

Our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley provides more
information about our timetable.  Alternatively, email hayley@mapletree.org.uk

Hayley Hayle, Coordinator
The Maple Tree is a community charity (registration no. 1174117) based in
Wheatley.  We serve families from Wheatley and surrounding villages, including
Stanton St John, Forest Hill, Horton -cum-Studley and Beckley & Stowood.
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Oxford-Cambridge Expressway
Update
Our new petition gathering pace.  If you haven’t already signed our
petition, please do so now.  The new Government is planning changes to
infrastructure and investment rules.  Now is the time to make your views
known. noexpressway.org/petition-signup

NEG’s challenge to candidates!  Our challenge to the 98 Parliamentary
candidates along the Oxford-Cambridge Arc was to pledge support to our
campaign to cancel the expressway and the over-inflated housing target,
and to electrify East-West Rail.  48 candidates from all parties and across
the Arc pledged support.  You may have seen this reported in local
newspapers and even local TV.

Pledge for Expressway Priority Review.  During the pre-election purdah
period, Grant Shapps, Transport Secretary, announced a ‘priority review’
of the Ox-Cam expressway.  This was wrongly presented by some
candidates as the expressway being cancelled.  This is not the case.  And
the pledge to review excluded any review of the one million houses target.
When challenged by Bethan Nimmo of BBC South, Mr Shapps said the
houses could still be delivered with or without the road.

NEG has written several times to Mr Shapps asking for details of the review
and to be included, to represent communities as the largest campaign
group across the arc.  After being asked to contact his office again after
the election, Mr Shapps office said he is too busy to do so.  There has been
no news of any review.  Was the expressway ‘priority review’ promise just
electioneering, as some feared?

Dear Mr Javid...  NEG has written to the Chancellor about cancelling the
Expressway and over-inflated housing targets.  His March budget provides
the ideal opportunity as it includes an infrastructure review and is reported
to prioritise the environment. NEG has also reminded Mr Javid that Mr
Shapps said the expressway will go ahead ‘only if it has local support’, so
have included the map shown here of communities engaged in opposing
the expressway.

Next stop Westminster!  On February 26th NEG will hold an event in
Westminster co-sponsored by three MPs from Conservative, Labour and
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Lib Dem parties, from different locations across the Ox-Cam Arc, showing
that this is not a party political issue.  We will hold a ‘drop in’ event for
MPs and members of the House of Lords to learn more about and pledge
support to the campaign.   We also plan to deliver a petition to 10 Downing
Street and include some children who care passionately about protection
of our environment, with full support of their parents and schools.

NEG activities.  We continue to raise awareness and get media attention,
including front page article and editorial in the Oxford Times on 19th Dec.
See all the information and our news feed noexpressway.org.

A big thank you…  Finally, we thank all of you who support our campaign
in so many different ways.  2019 was a particularly busy year and we really
couldn’t have done it without your support.  2020 promises to be even
busier and is a ‘crunch year’ for the expressway plans!

Actions

• Sign our STOP the Ox-Cam Expressway petition
noexpressway.org/petition-signup

• Email Grant Shapps, ask him to meet with NEG - wording & email
address noexpressway.org

• Sign up to receive our email Updates noexpressway.org/#newsletter

• Follow us on: Facebook facebook.com/noexpresswaygroup/  and
Twitter @no_expressway

• Please donate to our campaign at donorbox.org/donate-to-no-
expressway-group

For all the latest news, updates and details of upcoming events visit
noexpressway,org.  No Expressway signs for your garden? Campaign ideas?
Questions? Contact Olivia Field noexpresswaygroup@gmail.com

See the back cover of this magazine for a map of the local area showing
the distribution of No Expressway Communities together with ‘Preferred
Corridors B1 and B3’.
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Thornhill Connector Service
A pilot community transport service
is being tested that connects
Otmoor Villages (Horton-cum-
Studley, Beckley, Stanton St John,
Forest Hill) to the Thornhill Park &
Ride, Wheatley, and the Wheatley
Asda. The service runs on Weds
starting 15 Jan and continuing
through to the end of Feb.

This explanation from Oxford City
Council is to be read with the official
leaflet which has been distributed
to our villages and is reproduced
here. The route will run twice in the
morning to pick up passengers from
villages and twice in the afternoon
to collect passengers from Thornhill
Park & Ride and return to the villages. From Thornhill, passengers can
transfer onto regularly scheduled direct services to reach destinations in
Oxford, Headington, Hospitals, Botley, London, and Airports.

Asda
In addition to the Thornhill Park & Ride, the morning service will also stop
at Wheatley and the Wheatley Asda. The first service in the morning will
drop passengers off at Asda at 10:15am for a 1 hour shopping trip. The
second morning service will drop off and collect passengers at Asda at
11:15am. The minibus will then take passengers, on request, to where they
wish to be dropped off in the Barton/Otmoor Villages area. This will allow
passengers to be dropped off near their homes with their shopping. The
final pick-up from Asda will be at 1:00pm. Passengers who are dropped off
at 11:15 and collected at 1pm will have 1 hour 45 minutes to shop in Asda
and also have lunch at the nearby Harvester. After the 1pm pick-up from
Asda, the minibus will again take passengers to where they wish to be
dropped off in the Barton/Otmoor Villages area.
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Booking
The pilot service is be free to use. The minibus has a limited number of
seats. In order to guarantee a seat send a text to: 07797 806691 with
your name, number of passengers, date, your village stop and which bus
time (earlier or later bus) you would like to catch (see leaflet for
schedule).

If you do not have a mobile phone or cannot send a text, you can call
07990 367558 and make your reservation over the phone.

Passengers without a booking will be collected from bus stops on a first
come first serve basis.

It is hoped that as many people as possible will try out the pilot.

As has already been stated, it has no impact on the existing ‘Otmoor
Flyer’ service which runs on Mondays and Thursdays.
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Wheatley Library

Dates to note:

Easter School Holidays 6 April-20 April
Ndebele themed children’s craft throughout library
opening times.
The Ndebele are a tribe in Southern Africa who are known for their
distinctive geometric artwork.
Children under 10 must be accompanied by an involved adult.

Saturday 27 April
Ex-library stock book sale, 40p each or 3 for £1

Wednesday 1st May 10:30- 11:30
"Shotover, the life of an Oxfordshire Hill"
Ivan Wight will be here to talk about the wildlife found on Shotover Hill
and he will be promoting the book he co-edited.
Refreshments will be provided.
Donations gratefully received.

Saturday 11 May - 18 May
Display of craft and art by the Friends of Wheatley Craft and Art groups.

Saturday 25 May
Ex-library stock book sale 40p each or 3 for £1

Regular Friends of Wheatley Library events:
On-going sale of donated books
Monday morning craft sessions weekly from 10-12
Monday afternoon art sessions from 3-5
Monday evening craft sessions weekly from 7-9pm
New:  Clarinet Players  All levels welcome, contact
friends@wheatleylibrary.org or look out for posters for details of dates
and times.

Wheatley Library, The Merry Bells, High Street, Wheatley, OX33 1XP
Telephone:01865 875267

For opening hours and other events see the relevant page at  www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Beckley

Beckley Church
A highlight of Christmas celebrations at Beckley was ‘Carols & Claret’,
which opened with music from Beckley Bells, directed by Jill Meyjes, who
also conducted a choir specially formed for the occasion. There was a
series of excellent and thought-provoking readings and plenty of mulled
wine and mince pies to follow.

We are grateful to Alison Keely for her hard work in getting the singers
together and organising rehearsals, to Jill for conducting them, and to
everyone else who contributed to this much loved annual event.

Our Christingle took place on 23 December and it was good to be able to
send the collection of £66 to the Children's Society, knowing that it will
go towards helping children who have to cope with challenging lives.

Iona services - a reminder
The monthly Iona services have resumed again, on the third Sunday in
the month, at 6pm for 30 minutes, with candlelight.  The theme this year
is Spirituality and Sustainability.  If you have never been to a service, why
not come and 'give it a try'?

Science and Faith
I recently attended a short course at The Faraday Institute for Science
and Religion, an interdisciplinary research institute based in Cambridge.
The course explored bioethical challenges, the culture war between
Scientist and Christians, environmental issues and church leadership,
creationism and  evolution, AI and technology and so on. My first
qualification was in Biological science, and my second in Theology, so I
was utterly delighted by what I learnt. I have been  alerted to the fact
that there must be a great many Scientist here in our local community,
so I am inviting anyone  who is interested to contact me so we can work
out ways of sharing your insights with a wider audience, whether you
have a faith or not.  Science and religion compliment each other.

Betty Dye  Betty.dye10@gmail.com
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Beckley & Area Community Benefit Society
The Abingdon Arms 'More than a Pub' programme - February 2020

Sunday 1 March, 7.00-8.30pm: ‘In search of the Garden of Eden: a journey in Iran’ - John Battye
(Stanton St John)

Sunday 29 March, 7.00-8.30pm:   ‘The Otmoor Riots in Social Context’ – Dr Mavis Bayton (Beckley;
formerly Tutor at Ruskin College, Oxford)

Sunday 26 April, 7.00-8.30pm: ‘Poems and pictures’ - Peter Malin
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Beckley and Stowood Parish Council
The next PC meeting will be held on Thursday 6 February 2020 at 8pm at
Beckley Village Hall.  Minutes and agendas and dates of future meetings
are available on the website www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk and
the Clerk’s email address is clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk.

The Otmoor Flyer - information on the four villages’ mini-bus service can
be found at www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk/parishcouncil.

Fix My Street – find and report road or street problems at
 www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

For information on Beckley Village Hall please see
www.beckleyvillagehall.org and to make a booking please email Stuart
Marshall at booking@beckleyvillagehall.org

Reminder from the Parish Council - please clean up after your dog and
dispose of bagged waste in the dual-waste litter bin on the playing field.
There have been complaints of an increase in dog waste on Sand Path and
along the Permitted Pathway at the far side of the playing field.
#Keepbritaintidy

Introducing what3words
Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue are now using what3words. This means if you
need to contact the police and are having trouble describing where you
are, you can use the app to tell them your exact location.

what3words has labelled every 3m x 3m square in the world with an address
made of three random words from the dictionary. For example, the 3 word
address of Nelson's Column in Trafalgar Square is ///this.fantastic.notes.  All
you need to do is download the free what3words app. You’ll be able to see
and share the 3 word address of your current location and also find out the
3 word address of your home (by typing in your address and selecting the
square containing your front door).

If you’re renting your property on Airbnb or any other accommodation
sites, you can also use it to make sure guests don’t get lost by just sending
them the 3 word address of the front door/property entrance (especially
if your postcode goes to the wrong place!).

Visit what3words.com or download the app to find out more.
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Notice of The Wild at Heart Campaign
A new local campaign website www.wildatheartcampaign.org/  has been
set up to support all those of us interested in doing our bit locally in
caring for our planet. There is a wonderful inaugural meeting with a talk
by David Goulson on 13 February, 7-9pm at Horton-cum-Studley
Millenium Hall.

Do look at the website and fill in your details to join in.      Helen Stradling

Beckley Open Day
The Open Day will be on Sunday 14 June, and we are starting to make
plans. As always, the main interest  will be the gardens, and  we are
hoping that this year more will be open, linking in with Beckley's
environmental campaign , Wild at Heart (se above), and  showing some
rather different features - wild areas, and perhaps composting and
ponds. As usual there will be teas and plants, and other attractions yet to
be decided! If you are planting in the Spring, it would be very much
appreciated if any spare plants could be  put aside for the plant stall, if
possible.

There will be more information later. If you have any questions or
comments, please contact Gina Robson , tel: 01865 351637 or email:
gina.robson@virgin.net
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FOREST HILL

News from St. Nicolas Church
Many thanks to all who helped over the Christmas period  -  decorating
the Church, making mince pies, organising and providing music,
officiating at services etc.    We hope that you all had a wonderful
Christmas and that 2020 will be a healthy, peaceful and happy year.

Our Christmas Bazaar on 30 November was a happy and productive
event.  A total of £900.93 was raised for the upkeep of St Nicolas Church.

Our St Nicolas Day celebrations in early December began with a Family
Craft and Games event in the village hall.  Children made Christingles and
then walked to the church to sing Advent Carols with the St Nicolas
Choir, light the Christingles and listen to stories about St Nicolas.  The
money raised from the church collection (£168.80) has been sent to the
Children's Society.  Special thanks to Naomi Hinks who ran the village hall
event and to Joanna Allen, who took the service.

Our candlelit church provided a beautiful backdrop to the traditional
service of Nine Lessons and Carols, with mulled wine kindly provided by
Robert Glen.  Carol singing round the village was accompanied by a
rousing brass band provided by members of the Hinks family, along with
local trumpeter Hannah Scott.

Future Events
Sunday 2 February, 6pm.  St Nicolas Church will be celebrating
Candlemas Day (celebrating the presentation of Christ in the Temple) by
holding a candlelit service lead by The Area Dean, with music from the St
Nicolas Choir.

26 February, 7.30pm - Ash Wednesday Service at St. Nicolas.

There will be concerts in the church at 3pm on Sunday afternoons during 
Lent – see page 19 for more details.

Sunday 29 March - Daffodil Day at Shotover House.  Again we shall be
organising an ‘Antiques Roadshow’ at the event, so get looking in your
attic.   Further details on our website at www.stnicolasforesthill.org
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Forest Hill Sports & Social Club 2020
It is with regret that FHSSC Committee announces the closure of the Club.

Following the closure of FH Football Club, Under-11s team, and the merger
of FH Cricket Club with Cairns Fudge Cricket Club in Stanton, there has been
no call in the village for organised sporting events. As a result, and after
careful consideration, the FHSSC committee unanimously agreed the club
should close, all liabilities be settled, and the bank account closed.  FH
Parish Council has agreed to continue funding the changing facilities on
the Rec in the hope that in the future, new sports teams will emerge.

FHSSC was initially promoted by Lisa Wiggins in 2009 and a committee
formed to promote sports and social activities in the village. To this aim
FHSSC has been very successful; grants were obtained for changing facilities
and improvements to the children's playground, and for several years the
village had an active cricket club, football club, under-11s team, and junior
frisbee club. FHSSC also organised many social events, including jumble sales,
book & bun events, Christmas bazaars, bring & buy, coffee mornings, and
even a successful Fashion Show. In 2010, the annual village fete was
re-introduced, including a popular village dog show. In 2012, the FHSSC
'Olympic' fete featured  5k and 1k runs, children's races, and many sporting
activities, including 'welly wanging'!  Over the years, FHSSC has supported
local sporting facilities, donating £500 towards Forest Hill's cricket nets, £500
to Cairns Fudge for a grass mower, and £1,500 for ball stop nets on the Rec.

Following its closure, FHSSC's assets have been given to FH Parish Council
for the future use of village residents, including a BBQ, Aunt Sally, electric
urn and kettle, and loud hailer.

The balance of monies in the FHSSC account has been distributed as follows:
£500.00 : St Nicolas Church Forest Hill Heating Fund
£500.00 : Forest Hill Baby & Toddler Group.
£1,121.56 : Forest Hill Parish Council, to be put towards the upkeep of

the changing facilities

As the final FHSSC Committee, we would like to thank the many past
members of the club for their inspiration, hard work, and dedication in
helping provide sports and social events for our village.

Pauline Bowerbank, Angela Loach, Rita Sumner, Julia Stutfield.
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Forest Hill Baby and Toddler Group
The new Baby & Toddler Group, which runs in the village
hall on Wednesdays during school term from 1pm to
2.30pm, is an opportunity for parents and carers to meet
in a comfortable and informal setting while the children

play.  Craft activities are provided by The Maple Tree each week and tea
and coffee is available for the adults, with healthy snacks for the children.
There is no need to book or commit to regular attendance. If you have any
questions or are interested in helping out as a volunteer, please contact
Julia Stutfield on 07766 103427.

Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council
The next Parish Council Meeting is on Thursday 27 February at 7pm in
the Village Hall.  Meetings are open to the public and have an open
session where residents can bring attention to any village issues. You can
contact the Parish Council Clerk, tel: 0844 884 3328 or email address:
theclerk@foresthillwithshotover-pc.org.uk

Music at St Nicolas - Save the Dates
Our usual series of 3pm Sunday afternoon concerts at St Nicolas begins on
Sunday 8 March and continues until Sunday 5 April with a break for
Daffodil Day on 29 March.  See our website www.stnicolasforesthill.org/
for details.  Admission is free, with a retiring collection in aid of the church.

Lincoln College Choir at St Nicolas, Sun 1 Mar at 3pm
We are delighted that one of
Oxford’s finest mixed-voice chapel
choirs has once again agreed to take
precious time out during university
term to come and sing for us.  The
programme includes William Byrd’s
sonorously beautiful motet ‘Ne
irascaris, Domine’ and settings of
the ‘Magnificat’ and ‘Nunc Dimittis’
by Daniel Purcell, all presented as part of a traditional Choral Evensong.
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HORTON-cum-STUDLEY

St Barnabas
Christmas services
Thank you so much to the PCC and others who contributed to making
Christmas such a happy time of festivity and celebration. We really were
spoilt for choice with so many services to choose from and enjoy.

We had pretty lights in the church yard and a beautiful tree and decorations
in the church. Services started with the very well attended Carol Service
on 15 December with the lessons and carols to remind us of the Christmas
story. We had the candle-lit building of the crib by children on Christmas
Eve. There was Christingle at
Beckley for the Children’s
Society and the Star of
Wonder play to raise funds
for the JR neonatal Unit. We
could go to Midnight Mass to
welcome in Christmas Day
and to Christmas Day parish
communion to enjoy with our
families before starting
celebrations on the day.
There was something for everyone. I would like to thank the PCC, clergy
and others who put in a huge amount of behind the scenes work to ensure
the smooth running of these services over the Christmas period in the
absence of a vicar.
Carol Welch

Oxford Homeless Project
Thank you for all the donations of coats, blankets, sleeping bags etc. The
Oxford Homeless Project have very little storage left for clothes but would
still be grateful for any sleeping bags and blankets. Please leave in back of
church. Thank you.
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Horton cum Studley Gardening Club
What a soggy winter- we badly need some hard frosts and cold weather to
deter those pesky molluscs. Snowdrops are well up in my garden. Galanthus
elwesii ‘Mrs MacNamara’ is putting on a particularly fine show. She is tall
and elegant as befits a fine lady and the inner petals have a single, small,
green, inverted V. Winter aconites and Cyclamen coum are flowering
already. Winter-flowering honeysuckle and winter box are also in flower
-it is definitely worth getting into the garden to enjoy their gorgeous scent.

We have a great programme for 2020 starting with Steve Head talking
about some Oxford gardens on 18 February at 8pm in the Village Hall and
then, on 17 March, Mary Stuck will be discussing R.D. Blackmore as a
market gardener. Our full programme, including outings, is on the village
website: www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk/community/clubs/

Visitors are welcome to our meetings, particularly anyone new to
gardening. If you would like to know more about the Gardening Club, please
contact the chairman, Susan Burge on 01865 351310.

Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council
The next PC meeting will be on Thursday 13 February in the Village Hall,
public participation is always welcome.  If you wish to contact the PC
please email: hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com

The PC has received notification of a temporary road closure of Brill Road
from 24 to 27 February. The closure will be in force from 8.30 am to 5pm

The PC continues to work with the District Council on speeding issues in
the area. Thames Valley Police have recently had speeding traps in the
village.

A date for the diary
he PC will be organising a VE celebration on Saturday 9 May, from 12 noon
in the Millennium Village Hall. Everyone is welcome: we will provide
updates as we firm up our plans.

If you would like to help in planning/delivering this event, please contact
David Slingo  hcspcslingo@gmail.com.
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Coffee Morning
This month’s coffee morning will be held on Saturday 8 February at
10.30am in the Millennium Hall. Please come along and join us as it may
be the final year.  Details from Rachel Hawes Tel: 01865 351540.

Women’s Institute
The next meeting of the WI will be held on Tuesday 11 February at
7.45pm in the Millennium Hall. The speaker will be Christine Green and
her subject is ‘What does a BBC Television Graphic Designer actually
do?’ All ladies are welcome to attend this meeting.

Otmoor Challenge 2020
The 41st annual Otmoor Challenge will take place on Saturday 6 June 2020.
We are still looking for volunteers to help with the organisation on the day
of the Walk, and also people to take on the running of the Bottle Stall

1. Walk Organiser.  We have many enthusiastic walkers who take part in
this event – usually well over 200.  The task involves checking-out and
checking-in the walkers on the playing field at the Millennium Hall in
Horton cum Studley.  The first walkers set off at 8.30am, and the last by
11.30am, with latest return check-in by 4.00pm.  A small team is required
to record names and collect entry fees, and award badges to walkers who
successfully complete the course.  Why not join with some friends and
take turns at the desk?  You will meet some lovely people who are walking
for enjoyment and to support the Challenge.

2. Bottle Stall Organiser.    After Pauline Cox retirement last year from
running the Bottle Stall, we really need to recruit someone – or a small
team – to take over this very successful event.  Over the last four years
the Bottle Stall has raised between £400-500 each year, and is a major
contributor to our funds for distribution to local charities and
organisations.  Could you take over from 2020, and continue this
outstanding success?

If you can volunteer for either of these tasks, please contact the OCA
chairman, Andrew Pennington, on 01865 358800.  Your Otmoor Challenge
needs you!
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STANTON ST JOHN

Stanton Church
Delivered with this newsletter, you will notice a pamphlet about Stanton
St John church's financial problems and their appeal for help.   Our
beautiful church belongs to the whole village and the Stanton Parochial
Church Council (PCC) warmly invite you to an open day on Sunday 15
March between 10.30 am and 5pm - refreshments will be available.  PCC
members will be on hand to answer any questions you may have and to
show you round.  Anybody who knows how to play an organ is welcome
to try it. Children can bring their musical instruments and play a piece in
the church too, if they'd like to.

Stanton Supper Group - Thursday 6 February, 7.15pm
A few of us thought that it would be good to start a monthly women's
supper group at The Talkhouse - a chance to support our local pub and to
meet up with others in the village. The first one will be an opportunity to
decide which day and week of the month would be best for everyone!

Come and join us - we would love to see you there!

So that we can give The Talkhouse an idea of numbers, could you let us
know if you'd like to come?

Sue Baker susanjbaker24@gmail.com
Di Davidson
Caroline Clark

Stanton St John WI
We are pleased to welcome visitors to our Open Meeting on Tuesday 18
February. The talk by Liz Rowe is entitled “Keble College and the Light of
the World”. Non-members are asked to come to the village hall around
8pm when we have finished  discussing W.I. business. Tea, coffee, wine
and snacks are provided during the evening for a cost of £4. We are also
collecting non perishable items of food and toiletries for the Trussell
Trust Food Bank.
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Christmas Fair
A fun and festive day was had by all at Stanton St. John Christmas Fair in
early December.  The ‘new look’ event consisting of quality craft stalls
selling beautiful gifts for Christmas, free children’s craft activities and a
very popular gluhwein chalet, alongside the traditional raffle, tombola and
cake stall proved a huge hit and raised just over £900 for St John the Baptist
Church.  More importantly, friends and neighbours caught up and chatted
whilst enjoying a soup lunch with delicious homemade bread rolls, cheese
scones and cakes as the Christmas music played.

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the event in any way and
an even bigger thank you to those who attended.
Elaine, Caroline, Sue

Film Club – Save the date
The next film club will be on Saturday 21 March.

Village Hall
Don’t forget your newly decorated hall for hire at competitive rates.
Contact Sheila on 01865 351210.

Parish Council
Vacancy for a Parish Councillor
The Parish Council has one vacancy at the moment and would like to co-opt
a new member as soon as possible.

Anyone interested in applying or requesting further information should
contact the Clerk in writing (stantonstjohnpc@gmail.com).

Stanton St John Email Distribution List
If you wish to be included in the village distribution list for updates on local
news and events, please send your email address to
elaine.warner@icloud.com
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PIANO & MUSIC THEORY TUITION
Music graduate of Oxford University with 10+ years teaching experience at all ages
and abilities. Beginners to advanced pupils welcome.

�� First lesson half price with no obligation
� Fellow of the Incorporated Society of Musicians
� Enhanced DBS available for inspection upon request
� Fee: £20 per half hour. Daytime only
� Based in Wheatley

Contact: Robin Hagues MA(Oxon)
T: 01865–872618 E: robin@robinhagues.co.uk
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Gemma Johnson BSc MChS HCPC
Podiatrist / Chiropodist

Call for more info or to book an appointment.
Home Visits available

Appointments available at:
The Park Sports Centre, Holton, Oxfordshire OX33 1QZ
T: 07969 321909
E: gemmajohnsonpodiatrist@outlook.com
W: gemmajohnsonpodiatrist.moonfruit.com
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Running weekly in Horton-cum-Studley
Fully qualified and experienced instructor

Personal training and Indian head massage also available
For further details or to make a booking ring

Pauline  01865 351367 07710 588367
pauline@plcfitness.co.uk

MKB BEAUTY

Toe nail cutting/file  £15
Full pedicure incl. foot soak, scrub, cuticle work, polish,
foot massage  £30

Deep tissue massage  £35 1hr
Lash Lift & Tint       Semi-permanent eyebrows & eyeliner

www.mkbbeauty.com 07786 364505

Email: bookings @ccbcars.com

Online: www.ccbcars.com

01865 876699

07585 699908

Airport transfers
Door to door

Modern Executive Cars

Fully licenced local drivers

Professional and reliable

Free in car Wi-Fi

Pre-bookings only
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PURE WATER CLEANING
We clean window glass, window frames, facias,

Conservatory roofs, gutters and downpipes,
Whatever you need cleaning.

● Smear-free glass, no job too small
● Easy access up to 40 feet/12 metres

● Visits by appointment
● Fully trained and insured

Call Chris Black on 07857 985100

www.hpgsolutions.co.uk
07876 10 50 10             Oxford

Heating Plumbing Gas
Building Services
Email: office@hpgsolutions.co.uk

Accredited Installer

ABL LOCKSMITHS LTD
Your local 24hr Locksmiths

Lock Outs - Lock Changes
Break-In Repairs - UPVC Specialist
Lock Upgrades with Anti-Snap
No Call Out Fee  - Quick and Reliable
Realistic Times  - DBS Checked
City & Guilds and Corgi Registered

07850 341514  abllocksmiths@gmail.com
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QUALITY KITCHENS NOT COSTLY SHOWROOMS
LIQUID SPACE DESIGN LTD

We are based in Horton-cum-Studley
VERY HIGH QUALITY KITCHENS

Over 900 kitchens installed in the last 10 years
Over 30 years experience in kitchen industry

Please view our work at
www.liquidspacedesign.co.uk

Tel: 07786 938640 enquiries@liquidspacedesign.co.uk

Windmill Windows Est 1999
A local family run business supplying and installing a large range of

products in all materials

Windows, Doors, Bi-folds & Patio Sliders,
Conservatories, Facia/Soffit & Guttering, Glazing

Please call us or visit our website for information. All quotations are free of
charge or obligation.

Unit 1, Walnut Farm, 68 Worminghall Road, Oakley, Bucks HP18 9QY
01844 237070  www.windmillwindows.com

Repointing - Plastering

Specialist repairs to buildings using traditional lime products
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Shotover Kilns, Old Rd, Oxford OX3 8ST

A Family Business Built on Trust…

Sam Mitchell and the team at SJM Motor Repairs Oxford have been
serving the local community for over 25 years.

Cars belonging to local villagers can be dropped off at Sam’s house in
Ventfield Close, Horton-cum-Studley.  Sam will take the car into work,

MOT and service it, and bring it back at the end of the day for collection.

Website: www.sjmmotors-oxford.co.uk

Tel: 01865 308 007 Email: samfivewood@btinternet.com
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Steve Washington
Plumbing, Heating, Leadwork Specialist

Free Estimates Given

Home: 01865 873577
Mobile: 07759 781794

Email: washingtonsltd@gmail.com

NJB Electrical is based in Oxford and covers all of Oxfordshire.
We pride ourselves on high quality electrical craftsmanship to meet your needs.

● All aspects of electrical work undertaken
● Electrical Inspection & Testing
● NICEIC Approved Domestic Installer
● Free Quotations

Please get in touch with us:
07976 827457 nick@njb-electrical.co.uk  www.njb-electrical.co.uk

NJB Electrical

Telephone: 01865 608123     Mobile: 07780 676521

Email: owenbennett@hotmail.co.uk

OWEN HANDYMAN SERVICES

All your jobs taken care of  -  one phone call - very good rates

Been in the business for 44 years - no job too big or too small

Work guaranteed, references on request
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